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FROM THE TOP OF THE HILL 


Last week was the California QSO party. The 
point is for stations to work as many Calif. 
stations and counties. For me it was a busy 
weekend so | ended up with only 156 
contacts. Talked to Frank, KG6N, and he 
racked up over 1300 contacts, including all of 
the states and nearly every Canadian 
province. Do we miss this guy or what! 


The club hosted a VE session on Sept. 28th at 
McDougle Hall. There were three candidates, 
one earned a Tech, one passed Tech and 
General, and the third passed his Extra. The 
only hitch is that with the government shut 
down, their licenses may not get processed. 


iam getting ready to head down to Pacificon. 
Darrel and | will be selling at the swap meet on 
Sat. morning, so get there early and bring your 
flashlights. 


Thanks to Larry Brady for the donation of some 
equipment from Joan and her dad. One item 
was a Drake 2B receiver plus Q-Multiplier 

unit. | had to replace one tube to get the BFO 
working so now its works fine. Nice to hear 
signals and watch the tubes glow. This item 
and others should put a couple hundred dollars 
in our treasury. 


We should be nominating members for next 
year's slate of officers. Please step up. 


Enjoyed our annual picnic. Thanks to all who 
attended and for all the good food. (see 
pictures, p.2) Hope to see you at the meeting. 


Make sure you radio is not collecting dust. 
—73, Jim, KEUUW 


NEXT MEETING 
This month's meeting will be held 
October 16, 7:30pm at the EOC at the 
Sonoma PD. 
Topic: Arduindo 
Presenter: Jim KEUUW 


Your League: ARRL Audio 
News Wants 
You! 


ARRL Audio 

News returns to 

the League 

website Friday, 

September 20, 

and producer and 

newscaster Sean 

Kutzko, KX9X, has invited ARRL members to 
become a part of the weekly news report by 
submitting "station identifications" in MP3 
format. "They need to follow this script exactly: 
‘I'm ARRL Member <your name and call sign> 
of <your location>, and you're listening 

to ARRL Audio News." Audio should be as 
clear and distinct as possible. "IDs that are 
clear and well-recorded will be considered for 
use in ARRL Audio News," he adds. 


(from ARRL newsletter) 
—submitted by Jim KEBUUW 


VHF Contest 


—by Dave KD6FIL 


Here are a couple of photos of the VHF Contest that 
VOMARC operated in September from my backyard. Jim 
and | set up the station and only had one accident. The 6 
meter beam antenna took a tumble and required 
emergency repairs. 


VOMARC at 
Sonoma Valley High School 


—by Jim KBUUW 


This is our second year working with a group of 
students at the high school. 

The aim is to introduce them to the art of 
building electronics projects. 


Mike, WB6TMH, helping students with wiring 
on FM oscillator project 


There was not much on the VHF bands. We made local 
contacts on 6 meter, 2 meter and 70 cm for a total of 51 
contacts. Scott, KJ6EQIQ and his wife Loralee, KK6GUX, 
came up to operate and Loralee made her first contacts. 
We will need to try this again with better band conditions. 


—Photos submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


2013 Picnic 


—photos submitted by Jim KEUUW 


Minutes of July 17, 2013 


Meeting was called to order at 7:35ish PM by 
one of the only officers in the building, 
Secretary, David Dammuller, KD6FIL. 


Members present at the meeting were: KD6FIL 
(Dave), W1USO (Richard), W1EJ (Ed), Dale 
Ingraherm, N7PIB (San), K6KLL (Alan), 
KF6FZM (Dick), KV6X (Dan), KIGJNU (Moe), 
WE6DDU (Gordon), KJ6QIQ (Scott), NU6E 
(Stan), KG6QNT (Eileen), WD6BOR (Darrel), 
KA2QQ0 (Declan) 


Guests: Suzanne Heiser 


Minutes were approved with no corrections 
again. | am on a roll!!! 


Report from officers: 


Treasurer, Eileen, KG6QNT: we currently 
have $2577.76 dollars in the bank. 


There is a current club roster available. If 
anyone wants a copy email Eileen or myself 
and we can send you one. 


ACS, No news 


Secretary: Dave, KD6FIL: VOMARC received 
a free use day from the City of Sonoma for the 
Sonoma Vets building. The letter stated there 
should be no additional costs. 


Website: Is looking good. 
Old Business 


N6P is coming up on August 17 and 18 at the 
Point Reyes Lighthouse. Dress warmly when 
you come out. 


Young Eagles is August 11" at the Sonoma 
Sky Park. 


New Business 


There is a Weekend Technicians Class and 
test put on by the Sonoma County Radio 
Amateurs. The Class begins August 23 and the 
test is scheduled for August 25. Please check 
out the SCRA website for more information. 


Hamfest plans for next year were discussed. 
We have not raised the price of breakfast ina 
number of years and it was decided to bump 
the breakfast price up to $8. Darrel, WO6BOR, 
asked about what people thought of expanding 


the event to include other clubs like model 
railroading, RC planes and cars and other 
hobbies. This would spread the user base and 
increase attendance. We could also solicit 
more help for the kitchen. The other clubs 
could sell soda and hot dogs. The membership 
said this sounded good and further study and 
outreach should be done to determine interest 
from other clubs. 

The Christmas party is December 11 at Mary’s 
Pizza. 


The next meeting is August 21 and will be at 
the EOC and the subject will be the Arduino. 


The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM. 


The program for the evening was supposed to 
be a demonstration of computer control of the 
FT950 Radio, but the radio was locked in the 
radio room and the overhead projector would 
not work, so it was a short demo. Next time 


—Respectfully submitted, Dave, KD6FIL 


Technology: ARISS Looks 
Forward to Installation of "Ham 
Video" on Space Station 


The Amateur 
Radio on the 
International 
Space Station 
(ARISS) 
program is 
hoping its "Ham 
Video" digital 
television 
transmitter, now 
stowed onboard 
the International Space Station (ISS), will be 
installed and commissioned this fall. US 
Astronaut Mike Hopkins, KF5LUG, is scheduled 
to handle the tasks involved with getting the S 
Band Ham Video DATV setup on the air from 
the ISS Columbus Laboratory. He and Russian 
cosmonauts Oleg Kotov and Sergey Ryzanskiy 
headed into space September 25 aboard 
a Soyuzspacecraft to join their Expedition 37 
crewmates on the ISS. The Ham Video project 


has a low priority, however, and it could be a 
while before live digital TV images show up 
from the ISS. ARISS-EU Chairman Gaston 
Bertels, ON4WF, said live commissioning will 
take place in stages, each during a full pass of 
the ISS over the Italian Space Agency's Very 
Long Baseline Interferometry station near 
Matera in southern Italy. That station will be 
used to receive the DATV signal from the ISS. 
(from ARRL newsletter) 


—submitted by Jim KEUUW 


Taking a dose of my own 


medicine 
—By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU 


Last week, | wrote a blog post on preventive 
maintenance for one of my writing clients. 


Afterwards, | decided to take a dose of my own 
medicine and do a little preventive 
maintenance around the shack. | started with 
the Astron RS-35M, which provides the DC 
power that runs HF transceiver and my 
VHF/UHF transceiver in my shack. | had 
started noticing a few little things, such as the 


voltage adjustment being a little fussy, that | 
wanted to correct before the supply failed on 
me. 


After removing the cover, | vacuumed all the 
dust out of the supply. The RS-35M wasn't very 
dirty, but even so, getting the dirt out of a piece 
of equipment is probably the first thing you'll 
want to do when performing preventive 
maintenance. Dirt impedes air flow. That can 
lead to higher operating temperatures, and as 
the lab manager that | interviewed for my blog 
post said, "Heat kills." 


Not only should you vacuum any dust out of a 
cabinet, you should also clean the fan filters, if 
your gear has them. Dusty filters prevent air 
from flowing smoothly through equipment, and 
that means the fans don't cool as well as they 
should. 


Once that was done, | did a visual inspection. 
One thing that you want to look for are 
components that look like they're getting too 
hot. Another thing to look for is evidence of 
arcing. Whatever is causing the overheating or 


arcing will eventually cause a unit to fail. 
Fortunately, | found neither. 


Next, | checked to see that the components 
mounted to the enclosure were securely 
screwed down. In the RS-35M, the 
transformer, the bridge rectifier, and an 
electrolytic are mounted to the enclosure. 
Oddly enough, the bridge rectifier was quite 
loose, so | tightened it down. Also loose were 
the output terminals. | tightened these down as 
well. 


Finally, | squirted a little cleaner and lube into 

the voltage adjustment pot and worked it back 
and forth. That seemed to do the job. That pot 
now works smoothly and cleanly. 


| put the cover back on, reconnected the power 
cable, and got back to making QSOs. It should 
be good for another couple of years. 


When he's not keeping the gear in his shack in 


tip-top shape, Dan, KB6NU enjoys working CW 
on the HF bands and teaching ham radio 
classes. For more information about his 
operating activities and his "No-Nonsense" 
series of amateur radio license study guides, 
go to KB6NU.Com or e-mail 


cwgeek@kb6nu.com. 


2013 ACS 
Net Control Assignments 


Name 


Call 


JANUARY 


EILEEN 


| KG6QNT 


FEBRUARY 


JIM 


K6BUUW 


MARCH 


KEN 


N6KM 


APRIL 


KEN 


N6KM 


MAY 


RACHEL 


KIGHDG 


JUNE 


GEORGE 


K6ITE 


JULY 


CRAIG 


KF6QZP 


AUGUST 


DEAN 


KI6FFM 


SEPTEMBER 


SAM 


W5LTP 


OCTOBER 


DICK 


KF6FZM 


NOVEMBER 


MIKE 


WD6TMH 


DECEMBER 


DARREL 


WD6BOR 


2013 VOMARC 


Net Control Assignments 


Name 


Call 


JANUARY 


| KJGQIQ 


FEBRUARY 


K6UUW 


MARCH 


NJ6E 


APRIL 


KG6FIL 


MAY 


KG6N 


JUNE 


WiEJ 


JULY 


KJ6EIG 


AUGUST 


KF6QZP 


SEPTEMBER 


W5LTP 


OCTOBER 


KF6FZM 


NOVEMBER 


WB6TMH 


DECEMBER 


DARREL 


WD6BOR 
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A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon 
Amateur Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 
Honorary President in Perpetuity 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Jim Hill, KEUUW — President, Training Officer 
Frank Wiebusch, KG6N — Vice-President, 

Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary 

Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Treasurer 

Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Ken McTaggart, N6KM — ACS Unit Leader 
Sanford Smith, N7PIB — VE Liaison 

Jim Hill, KEUUW — Elmer Coordinator 

Ken McTaggart, N6KM — Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Webmeistress, Editor 


Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC—S. Marler. 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of 
each month at McDougal Hall at the Sonoma 
Developmental Center, Eldridge or the City of Sonoma 
Police Department EOC 175 1° St West. Meetings start 
at 19:30 local (7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: hitp://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 
P.M.) local, except meeting nights on the 145.350 
repeater, -600 kHz, PL 88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on 
the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station 
is off the air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of 
each month at Palms Grill (formerly Issa's) Restaurant, 
18999 Sonoma Highway, Sonoma. The fun starts at 
09:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 
Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 


°/o Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 


THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE Wed, OCTOBER 16, 7:30pm at the City of Sonoma EOC, 175 1° 
St West, behind the Sonoma Police Department 
SEE YOU THERE. 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 
VOMARC 2013. Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 
QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of Congress, National 
Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Address: APT: 


City: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


VOMARC: $ Complimentary with Class--Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1° St West, CA 95476, or brought to the 
next meeting. 
Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 


